opment and hardly anything about behaviour problems; all children have behaviour problems, like their parents and teachers, and one feels that the book might be expected to include a discussion of them, though it would greatly increase its length.
The book is excellent. It should be on the shelf of every peediatrician and it will be particularly useful for doctors who come from abroad to this country to learn about pwediatrics and to take higher diplomas. R A third revision of a standard introduction to surgery in the form of lecture notes, following only two years after the previous edition, is an indication of changing concepts of surgery and the necessity to prune the information passed on to students as more knowledge becomes available. This is a compact and comprehensive volume, very readable and well indexed. Every book that tries to be comprehensive is bound to fail in some respects and a reviewer tends to pick on the weak places. The illustration is adequate. There is a certain imbalance in the space devoted to particular subjects. The section on burns mentions nothing of carbon-monoxide poisoning or respiratory obstructiontwo of the most lethal complications. Vascular surgery is well covered; the implantation theory of epidermoid tumours is still presented, and the angioma of the very rare Sturge-Weber syndrome is wrongly related to the branches of the trigeminal nerve. The urological section perhaps shows up the weakness of this type of presentation if used as a standard textbook. In the short section on hydronephrosis there is no reference to the possibility that the condition may be bilateral, nor to the subject of total urinary tract obstruction either as a diagnostic or as a treatment problem. This section would be vastly improved by an outline of urinary tract investigation. At present the purpose of intravenous pyelography appears towards the end of the section on the prostate. The book is an excellent introduction to surgery for first-year clinical students, and as a last-minute pre-examination revision. It is also a good 'reminder' volume for junior teachers of surgery. It should not be a substitute for a larger manual presenting a more scientific or logical approach to surgical diagnosis and management. The book has an assured future and its maturity will continue with successive editions. This book could well be at the elbow of every pwdiatrician in his outpatient clinic. He will also find it well worth while browsing in for several weeks at home before he takes it to outpatients. To relate malformations to morphogenesis, it includes chapters on morphogenesis and genetics. It briefly discusses many minor anomalies including dermatoglyphics. Most of it is given to dysmorphic syndromes with multiple primary defects. After a short section on single malformations the main part starts with 12 chromosomal abnormality syndromes and continues with 21 sections, e.g. unusually small stature with associated defects, facial defects as predominant features, osteochondrodysplasias, mucopolysaccharides, &c. Under deafness with associated defects, Section K gives only two syndromes; but look at p 290 where, under 'Syndromes associated with individual anomalies, section 16, Deafness', you will find that deafness is frequent in 16 and occasional in 11 syndromes. The appendices give charts of the ranges of normal for height, weight, head circumference, inner canthal and outer orbital dimensions and for interpupillary and palpebral width measurements.
I shall no longer question statements by my colleagues that a child has (ocular) hypertelorism; I can now ask whether or not it is above the 84th percentile (+ 1 S.D.). (All beautiful actresses have ocular hypertelorism, so it is not necessarily an index of abnormality.)
The diagram on p 360 with the parts of the external ear is helpful because I can now more competently describe an FLE (funny-looking ear), and I was very pleased to find, at last, a definition or ctiterion for diagnosing 'low-set ears'. This proved a disappointment; for one thing it employs a horizontal plane without telling me how to know, before I draw the horizontal plane, whether the face is truly vertical and secondly the horizontal plane is to be drawn 'from the corner of the orbit'. This I cannot identify on myself and I wonder whether the external canthus would not be a more exact landmark.
Unlike Sydney Gellis's book this volume has no plates in colour, but it covers a much wider ground because it does not deal only with the malformations which include mental deficiency. This is a splendid book; I shall have it by me whenever I am in my clinic.
